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ou just have to love the big knives, or at least I do.

The minute I start swinging one around (safely, of

course) for chopping and cutting chores, an evil
little smirk spreads across my face as I scan for something
to chop. That’s what happens every time I pick one up. This
time I had two to play with—a Benoni Bullard “Rustic
Bowie” with an 11.25-inch blade fashioned from a farrier’s
rasp, and a Scott McInnis “Big Chopper” featuring an 11-
inch 5160 carbon steel blade.

Springtime ushered in some very warm temperatures in
Tennessee, which started the flora blooming. I needed to
trim the tree that overhangs the swimming pool in my yard
and reduce the amount of sap deposited on the concrete
walkway. So let’s see, two big knives, a 40-foot tree, a coil of

SPEC CHART

i MAKER: Benoni Bullard

i MODEL: Rustic Bowie
BLADE STEEL: 0ld farrier’s rasp
BLADE LENGTH: 11.25"
HANDLE: Stacked leather
FITTINGS: Nickel silver
OVERALL LENGTH: 16.75"
SHEATH: 8-ounce leather
MAKER'S LIST PRICE: $400

With the file marks being
an indication of the blade’s
origin—an old farrier’s
rasp—the “Rustic Bowie”
from Benoni Bullard was +
called upon to chop tree
branches, Y2-inch sisal
rope, 1-inch manila rope,
oak logs and more.
(Kris Kandler image)
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While slicing up single-walled cardboard with the Benoni Bullard Rustic
Bowie (left) and Scott McInnis Big Chopper (right), the weight of the
blades caused the cardboard to crinkle up, slowing each cut. Both knives
sliced cleanly, however.

rope—yep, I had this. But first I wanted to test the ability j’
of the big knives to accomplish more subdued everyday
cutting chores.

I began with slicing up single-walled cardboard. This
turned out to be more difficult than I thought. The weight
of the blades caused the cardboard to crinkle up, slowing
each cut. Both knives sliced cleanly, but I had to take J,;”('
' 4
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' SPEC CHART

MAKER: Scott McInnis

MODEL: Big Chopper

BLADE MATERIAL: 5160 carbon steel

BLADE LENGTH: 11”

HANDLE: Green canvas micarta

FITTINGS: 416 stainless steel pins -

OVERALL LENGTH: 15 5/8" y

SHEATH: 8-ounce leather

MAKER'S LIST PRICE:
$400

The 11-inch 5160 carbon
steel blade of Scott Mclnnis’s
“Big Chopper” proved adept
at cutting double-walled
cardboard, whittling curlicues
from a pine stick, chopping

oak and cutting rope.
(Kris Kandler image)

BOKER "
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BOKER PLUS USA SERIES

BOKER USA, INC. - www.hokerusa.com - (800) 992-6537

LA
LaVTAK
DESIGN

o Series of five models

e Made in the USA by Fox Knives

e Raimund Lhotak design

® 154CM blade steel

e Lockback mechanism with Boye-dent
e Reversible pocket clip

o Blade length: 3%"

e Overall length: 72"

e Model shown: 01B0373
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The evenly matched Rustic Bowie (top) and Big Chopper (bottom) each reachéd 100 crunch-

LTWRIGHTKNIVES.COM ing cuts through Y-inch sisal rope and 20 cuts through 1-inch manila rope, with both edges

retaining their sharpness after testing.
Kl
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KNIVES

www.steelwillknives.com
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Gekko mini ™
1552 -

my time in cutting to keep the medium
straight.

OK, so much for that stuff. My wife,
Melissa, had purchased a new set of patio
furniture, and the shipping boxes were
heavier double-walled cardboard, which I
figured would work a lot better. Bullard’s
Rustic Bowie was up first. I choked up on
the stacked-leather handle and started slic-
ing. Wow, it was like cutting paper, zip, zip,
or maybe more like a hot knife through
butter. The bowie was very controllable
and smooth while slicing. McInniss Big
Chopper followed suit and was just a hair
smoother on the slicing. Both knives made
the box reduction a very short chore.

Melissa also purchased a clay fire pit, so
I figured I would need some fuzz sticks
for starting a fire. Whittling with a large-
bladed knife presents its own challenges.
Care must be taken because of all that
blade length. The Big Chopper produced
excellent curlicues whittling a pine stick.
The Rustic Bowie’s curlicues were on the
thicker side. I whittled three fire sticks per
knife for the kindling box. The chopper’s
thin, green canvas micarta handle took
some getting used to when employing it
for fine whittling, and the fileworked S-
guard of the bowie was a little sharp on
the hand while choking up on the knife.




The author’s wife, Melissa, chopped 2-inch-
diameter tree branches using the Mclnnis
Big Chopper (above) and Bullard Rustic
Bowie (below), getting more than halfway
through each branch on the first chop, and
all the way through in two or three chops.

CRUNCH CUTS KICK HIS BUTT
I'had to get in some rope cutting so I went
with %2-inch sisal rope. The bowie was
first up and crunched through the rope
100 times before I stopped. The chop-
per also crunched to the stopping point
of 100 cuts. The big knives wore my hand
out. After a 30-minute break, I grabbed
some l-inch manila rope. I crunched
through 20 cuts each with the chopper
and bowie, and both edges retained their
sharpness after testing. They were kicking
my butt! Enough with the cutting, it was
time for some chopping.

Each maker had a wrist thong attached
to his respective knife handle. Any chop-
ping with a large blade should be done
with a wrist thong for safety purposes. I
needed to quarter some small oak logs
for use in the new fire pit. Starting with
the bowie, I made the first chop. The edge
buried deep into the wood and it took
three hits on the blade spine using a ba-
ton to finish the split. The chopper also
bit deep and took three hits from the ba-
ton to finish splitting the wood. The split
pieces were then split again with a deep

“" You’re not just making a knife,
youre making a statement.
High—qugli_ty steel worthy of your artistry.

Our commitment to service and

value is as strong as our products.You

can count-on us for the widest'selection of

blade stock, internationally renowried quality, and

accurate on-time delivery of any size order: Bar sizes

and full sheets or plates from 1/32”to 1/2”in stock. Small
quantities are always welcome.

« Stainless « Alloy « Nickel
« High Carbon . Tool Steels « Titanium
« Low Carbon Prec1s1on Ground » Damascus

4152 West 123rd Street
Alsip, Tllinois 60805 1869

Admlnl is

'Knifvt_{:‘ Show_

In Store

We have not done an instore event in a number of years and so it is time! July
23 from 10AM to 3PM and this is a Saturday! Knife people in attendance who
will all have special knives for the event:

Also working on a few others! Door prizes and will post how this will work!
Also some specials! Should be fun and hope to see a lot of you here!

- Dan and crew!

Find more information at

where you can order

or feel free to call at
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Buck Custom Shop

Buck 110 Auto Protolype from
Handles and Button Done by Butch Valloton
Mammoth Ivory, Mirror Polished Blade

$1000
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UY, SELL & TRADE KNIVES - PROFESSIONAL KNIFE SHARPEMNING - APPRAISALS,
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TAKING PRIDE IN QUALITY PRODUCTS

S AMERICAN &5

ABOVE THE REST, /7 —
SINCE 1992 A =
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0

9000 INDIAN ROAD NW
P.O. BOX 292

% RICE, MN 56367

Famars Custom Lama Deluxe
Auto Damascus Blades
Aldo Rizzini Hand Engraved
Native American Scene
Turquoise Buttons
Heirloom Quality Knife
Made in Italy
$4750

28 BLADE

AUGUST 2016

)
|

W.D. Pease Custom Lock Back
Dagger
Mokume Bolster
Siberian Mammoth Ivory Scales
. Hand Satin Finished ATS-34

a $1525
S

OVER 425 BRANDS FROM A-Z

Visit our website for our latest
selection of products

JAVID ELLIS

ABS MASTERSMITH - PURVEYOR

760-945-7177
EXQUISITEKNIVES@GMAIL.COM
WWW.EXQUISITEKNIVES.COM
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Whittling pine into a fire starter or fuzz
stick, the Rustic Bowie (above) made some
nice curlicues, though on the thicker side,
and the Big Chopper (below) produced ex-
cellent curlicues. The author whittled three
fire sticks per knife for the kindling box.

chop, and then I just lifted each blade up
while it was still buried in the log and
brought the works back down hard on
the ground to finish the chop-through. In
20 minutes I had a nice pile of split wood.
This is where a large knife excels.

All T had left was the tree trimming. I
climbed the tree and installed a safety rope
in case I slipped, then climbed back down
to retrieve the knives. After the first couple
of hacks into branches, the wind picked up
and made controlling the big knives and
keeping my balance a tad touchy. To the
relief of Melissa, I climbed back down and
opted for the control of my chain saw.

As T dropped branches, Melissa moved
them to the front yard for brush removal.
I thought I heard chopping, but the chain
saw had my attention. Then I saw Melissa
using one of the test knives to chop the
branches into smaller pieces so she didn’t
have to struggle while dragging them. She
was getting more than halfway through
each approximately 2-inch-diameter
branch on the first chop, and two or three
chops into each branch before splitting it
in two. I climbed down and had her switch
knives. She liked the smaller handle of the
chopper but preferred the guard on the
bowie. Both knives chopped great for her.

OVERALL

Either knife would be an excellent choice
for heavy cutting chores. A campsite would
not be the same without one of these big



| I ®
blades. The knives performed excellently, : o.ce

and incurred no damage during evaluation. Diamond Hone® Knife Sharpener Model 15XV

CHANGES | For Better Than Factory-Sharp Edges!
The edges on the guard of the Bullard |

Rustic Bowie could use some softening so
it is smoother on the hand while choking
up on the blade. The McInnis Big Chop-
per would feel better to me with a slightly
larger handle, particularly near the front
or guard area of the grip for more control.

For more information contact Benoni Bul-
lard, Dept. BL8, 4416 Jackson 4, Bradford,
AR 72020 501-344-2672, benandbren@
earthlink.net,  benoniknives.com,  and/
or Scott Mclnnis, Dept. BLS, POB 52904,
Shreveport, LA 71135 318-797-8901. Each
maker warrants against defects in work-
manship and materials as long as the knives

have not been abused. « Perfect, incredibly sharp 15°, Trizor XV® edge

1 o Easily converts 20°_ edges into high performance Trizor XV, 15° edge
For the latest knives, knife news, forums, * Sharpens both straight and serrated edges .
blogs and much more. visit bladenmg com e Asian style and trad_ltlona_l Euro/American style knives
? ’ ’ * Totally safe for quality knives

“Highly Recommended” by Cook's lllustrated magazine (August 2015)

BLADE ‘ EdgeCraft Corp. (800)342-3255 www.chefschoice.com
© 2016 EdgeCraft Corporation, 825 Southwood Rd., Avondale, PA 19311

Swords, Knives, Reenactment

% ’ b H See them all at BLADE SHOW! http://casiberia.com/blade
er , am Or call us at (800) 635-9366 - Dealer inquiries welcome

‘i‘i’SKlz, yarg ». KINGSTON
upreme . ARMS

NEW Whisper EDC Tanto,

designed by Jason Breeden N
and made to perfection //,/,/
by Kizlyar Supreme 5
A ’ . : ' ‘@\

&

The finest
Swords and
Exceptional Hand Forged - HEMA Equipment % A
and Custom Detailed Folding and : for the collector and -
Fixed Knives and Swords . enthusiast
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